
STATE OF CALIFORNIA CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Memorandum

To: Chairman and Commissioners Date: June 28, 2001

From: Robert I. Remen File No: K54
BOOK ITEM 2.2a
ACTION

Ref: Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for South Orange County Toll Road
Extension

The Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency has issued a Notice of Preparation of a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for a project to extend the Route 241 Foothill toll road corridor southward
through San Juan Capistrano and San Clemente to Route 5 in southern Orange County.  The Notice of
Preparation gives the Commission and other interested parties the opportunity to comment about
alternatives to be examined or types of impacts to be considered.

The attached notice describes six alternatives to be considered:  three alternative corridors for new construction
(with localized variations, and with either a toll or free road), improvements to a route using existing arterials near
the corridor, improvements to Route 5 parallel to the corridor, plus the no project alternative.  The notice then
describes the following potential impacts to be examined:

Air Quality: direct or cumulative change in emissions
Biology: removal of habitat and wildlife, including 11 rare species
Cultural: burial or removal of archaeology sites
Farmland: construction through prime agricultural land
Hazardous Materials: construction through a landfill
Recreation: construction through parkland
Relocation: taking and relocation of housing and businesses
Land Use: direct or indirect impacts for existing land uses and planned developments
Aesthetics: obstruction or change of views
Noise: increases in noise, including at schools and parks
Geology: cuts and fills in areas with unstable soils
Hydrology: changes to drainage flows and patterns
Public Services: changes in emergency access and utilities, including high voltage power lines
Transportation: improvements in access and circulation
Construction: erosion, dust, noise, night lighting, disturbance of natural and human activities

The Commission does not usually comment on Notices of Preparation, since its primary interests concern project
scope, cost, and schedule, which typically become issues later in the environmental and project development
process.  The Commission has in some instances asked for another alternative to be put into consideration, usually
for reasons of cost and programmability;  that may be a moot issue here, because the agency intends to build this
project as a self-financed toll road.
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